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A Sermon upon the unpardonable Sin 
againſt the HO LYGHOST. 
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MATT ut. 21, 33 


Wherefore I ſay unto you, all Manner of Sin and 
Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto Men, but the 
. Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be 
orgrven unto Men. | | 
Ard whoſoever ſpeaketh a Word againft the Sam 
of Man, it Hall be forgiven him But whoſe 


ever ſpeaketh «gainft the Holy Ghoſt, it:fhall 


not be forgiven him, neither in this World, nets 
* ther in that to come. 


HE Occaſion of theſe Words of our 
blefſed Saviour, was the Blaſphemy of 
the Phariſees againſt the Divine Power, 
by which he wrought his Miracles, and par“ 
ticularly, did caſt out Devils. Which Works 
of his, though they were wrought by the Spi- 
rit of God, yet they obſtinately and maliciou- 
V imputed to the Power of. the Devil. Upon 
which our Saviour takes Occaſiou to declare 
the Danger of the Sin, which "he calls Nlaſphe- 
wing of the Hely Gheſt; and tells them, That 
chis was ſo great a Sin above all other, thyt 
it is in a peculiar Manner ua pardepable, 
I berefore I ſay unto ho i 
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For the explaining of theſe Words, and the 


Nature and Unpardonableneſs of this Sin, We 


will enquire into thefe four Things. 


Firſt, What is the Difference between ſeas | 


king againſt the Son of Man, and ſpeaking a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, = 
Secondly, Wherein the Nature of this Sin 
or Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, doth' 
conſiſt. ah 

' Thirdly, In what Senſe this Sin is here ſaid 
to be peculiarly unpardonable. And 

Fourthly, Upon what Account it is ſo. 

aſt. What is the Difference betwegn ſpeaking 
againſt the Son of Man, and ſpeaking againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, The Reaſon of this Enquiry, is, 
becauſe the Text plainly puts a great Differ- 


ence between them, though it be not obvious. 


to diſcern where it lies. For our Saviour tells 
us, That whoſoever ſpeaks a Word againſt the Son 
of Man, it ſball be forgiven him, but whoſoever 
fpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall never be 
forgiven bim. And yet this Blaſphemy of the 


Phariſees againſt the Holy Gholt, was ſpeak- 


ing againſt the Son of Man. For to ſay he caſt 


out Devils by the Power of the Devil, though 


it was a blaſpheming of the Holy Ghoſt, by 


whoſe Power he wrought theſe Miracles, yet } 


it was likewiſe blaſpheming of Chriſt himſelf, 
and in Effect to ſay that he was no true Pro- 
phet, nor did come from God, but was a Ma- 
gician and Impoſtor. 

For the removing of this Difficulty, I ſhas, 
not need to fay, as ſome learned Men have! 
done, That by the San of Mn, is here to be 


. underſtood any Man, and that our Saviour 
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5 not particularly BUR by it That ſeems 


Pery hard when our Saviour is ſo frequently 


1 the Goſpel called the Son of Man. And eſpe- 
ally when St. Luke reciting theſe Words, 
oes immediately before give him this very 
itle, to put the Matter out of all Doubt. 
uke xii. 8, 9, 10. Alſo, I ſay unto you, who» 
Fever ſhall confeſs me before Mien, him ſhall the 
an of Man alſo confeſs before the Angels of 
God. Upon which it follows, And whoſoever 
hall ſpeak a Word againſt the Son of Man, it 
all be forgiven him. So that in all Reaſon the 
Son of Man is the very ſame Perſon that had 
the Title given him in the foregoing Words, 
vic. Our blefſed Saviour. So that take it for 


granted, that by ſpeaking againſt the Son of 


Man, is here meant ſpeaking againſt Chriſt. 
And by ſpeaking againſt him, as it is oppos'd 
to ſpeaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is meant 
all thoſe Reproaches and Contumelies which 
they caſt upon our Saviour's Perſon, without 


Ireflecting upon that divine Power which he 


teſtified by his Miracles. At their reproach- 
ing him with the Meanneſs of his Birth. Ur 
not this the Carpenter's Sen? With the Place of 
it (as they ſuppoſed )) our of Galilee arifeth no 


Prophet: Their reflecting upon his Life, ſay- 


ing, That he was a W ine-bibber, and à Glutton, 
a Friend of Publicans and Sinners „With many 
other Calumnies which they maliciouſly caſt 
upon him. | 

But by ſpeaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is 
meaat their blaſpheming and reproaching that 
divine Power, whereby he wrought his Mi- 
racles ; which though it did at laſt likewiſe 
A 3 reflect 
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refleft upon our et Perſon, yet it was 
an immediate Reflection upon the Holy Ghoſt, 
and blaſpheming of him ; and therefore it is 
called ſpeaking againſt the Holy Gho#, by 
way of Diſtin&tion or Oppoſition to the other 
Calumnies which they uſed againſt our Savi- 
our; which were proper Blaſphemies and Re- 
proaches of his Perſon, but not of the Holy 
Ghoſt alſo, as this was. This ſeems to be the 
true Difference intended by our Saviour, be- 
tween ſpeaking againſt the Sou of Man, and 
ſpeaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Let us in the 

Second Place, enquire wherein the Nature 
of this Sin or Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
doth confilt, And the true Nature of this Sin, 
though it be ſo plainly to be gathered from 
our Saviour's Deſcription of it, yet I know 
not how a great many learned Men have made 
a hard Shift to miſtake it. Some have made 
it to be final [mpenitency, becauſe this is un- 

ardonable. But why that rather than any 


Thing elſe that is bad ſhould be called a blafſ- 


pheming of the Holy Ghoſt, it is hard to give 
a Reaſon. Others have placed the Nature of 
it in a wilful and obſtinate Oppoſition of the Truth; 
which though it be a great Sin, and included 
ded in the Sin here ſpoken of, or a Con- 
comſtant of it; yet is there great Reaſon to 
believe that this is not all that is here meant] 
by it. Others would have it conſiſt in a ma- 
licious Diſpoſition of the, Truth, when Men 
nom and are convicted that it is Truth; which 
is a great Sin indeed, if ever any Man was 


guilty of it. A Man may indeed have ſuffi- 


cient Means of Conviction, and yet not be con- 
| vinc'd ; 


| 2 : ” | 

vinc'd; but *tis hardly imaginable that à Mau 
ſhould oppoſe the Truth, when he is actually 
convinc'd_that it is the Truth. And to men- 
tion no more, others think it to conſiſt in a re- 


n — — 


nouncing of the Truth, for fear of Suffering; 


which made Francis Spira think that he had 
committed this Sin. 

But with all due Reſpe& to the Judgment 
of others, I cannot think that any of theſes 
is the Sin our Saviour here deſcribes. As 1 
ſhall endeayour plainly to ſhew, by conſider- 
ing the Oxcaſion of our bleſſed Saviour's men- 
tioning of it, the Perſons upon whom our Sa- 
viour chargeth this Sin, and upon what Ac- 
count he charged them with it. 

At the 22d Verſe of this Chapter, there 
was brought to our Saviour, one poſſeſſed" with 
a Devil, blind and dumb, and he healed him. 
Upon this the People were amazed, and faid, 
Is not this the Son of David? that is, the eſo 


ſas. The Phariſees hearing this, with great 


Bitterneſs and Contempt, ſaid, This Fellow doth 
not caft out Devils, but by Beelzebub the Prince 
of Devils, Upon this our Saviour repreſents 


to them the Unreaſonableneſs of this Calamny ; 


and that upon theſe two Conſiderations : Firſt, 
That it was very unlikely that the Devil ſhould 
lend him this Power to uſe againſt him- 
ſelf. Every Kingdom divided againſt is ſelf. ſhall 
not ſtand. And if Satan caſt out Satan, the is 
divided againſt himſelf, how then ſhall his King- 
dom ſt and? Secondly, Our Saviour tells them, 
they might with as much Reaſon attribute all 
Miracles to the Devil, 1 agabes 


There 
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There were thoſe among themſelves who 
caſt out Devils in the Name of the God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, ( as Origen, Tertul- 
lian, and Fuftin Martyr tells us.) Of theſe our 
Saviour ſpeaks, and ask'd the Phariſees by what 
Pomer they caft them out? But they acknow- 
ledged theſe did it by the Power of God ;.and 
there was no Cauſe but their Malice, why they 
Mould not have acknowledged, that he did it 
likewiſe by the ſame Power: Verſe 27th. IF 
T by Beelzebub caft out Devils, by whom do your 
Children taſt them out? therefore they ſhall be 
your Judges; that is, this may be ſufficient to 
convince you. of Malice to me: But if I caft 
out Devils by the Spirit of God, then the King- 
dom of God is come unto you, that is, the Meſſias 


is come; becanſe he wrought theſe and other 


Miracles, to prove that he was the Meſpias. 
And then it follows, W herefore I ſay unto yo, 
all Manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven 
unto Men, but the Blaſphemy againft the Holy 


'Ghoft, ſhall not be forgiven unto Men. 


So that the Phariſees are the Perſons char- 
zed with this Sin of Blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. And their Blaſphemy was plain- 
iy this; That when he caſt out Devils by the 
Spirit of God; they ſaid he did it by the 


Power of the Devil; they maliciouſly aſcrib- 


3 Works of the Holy Ghoſt, to the 
evil. 

And that this is the Ground why our Sa- 
viour charged them with this Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, is yet more plain from St. Mark, 


Mark iii. 28, 29, 30. Verily I ſay unto you, all 


Sins hall be forgiven unta the Sons of Men, and 


$laſ- 
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Blaſphemies wherewith joever they Hall blaf* 
pheme : But he that vlaſphezacth ag ainft the Ho- 
ly. Ghoſt, hath never Forgivenneſs, but is in 
Danger of eternal Damnatium; becauſe they ſaid 
he hath an unclean Spirit, That is, becauſe 
the Phariſees Charged him to be a Magician, 
and to have a familiar Spirit, by whoſe Aitt- 
ſtance he did thoſe Works, when in Truth 
he did them by the Spirit of God, therefore 
our Saviour declares them guilty . of this Sin 
of blaſpheming the Holy Ghoſt, which ſhould 
never be forgiven. -. 
So that the Nature of this Sin did conſiſt 
in a moſt malicious Oppoſition to the utmoſt 
Evidence that could be given to the Truth 
of any Religion. Our bleſſed Saviout toſhew 
that he was ſent by God, and came from 
him, wrought Miracles, ſuch as did plainly” 
evidence a divine Power and Preſence accom- 
panying him. For in St. Late he is faid to do 
them by the Finger of God, Luke xi. 20. By 
the Finger of God, that is, to do ſuch Things 
as were an undeniable Evidence of the divine 
Power and Preſence. And this is the utmoſt 
Teſtimony that God ever gave to any Perſon” 
that was ſent by him. And the Phariſees wers 
Eye-witnefſes of thoſe Miracles which our Sa- 
viour wrought, ſo that they could not deny 
them: Yet ſuch was their Oppoſition to him, 
and his Doctrine, that though they Jaw. theſe 
Things done by him, and could not deny the 
Reality of them, yet rather than they would 
own him to be the Adeſſ;as,. and his Doctrine 


to come from God, they moſt maliciouſſy and 


unreaſonably aſcrib'd them to the Power 0 
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the Devil. And mis was the Blaſphemy which 


they were guilty of againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


And herein lay the Greatneſs of their Sin, 


in reſiſting the Evidence of thoſe Miracles 
which were ſo plainly wrought by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and which though themſelves ſaw, 
yet they maliciouſly imputed them to the 
Devil, rather than they would be convinced 
by them. And this is ſo very plain, that 
hardly any Man that conſiders our Saviour's 
Diſcourſe upon this Occaſion, can otherwiſe 
determine the Nature of that Sin, if he do 
but attend to thoſe remarkable Words cited 
before (Mark iii. 29. ) But he that blaſphemeth 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath never Forgiveneſs, 
but is in Danger of eternal Damnation; becauſe 
they ſaid he hath an unclean Spirit. I come 
now to the 

Third Thing I propounded, Namely, in what 
Senſe this Sin is here ſaid to be peculiarly an- 
pardonable ? For Sin this onrSaviour poſitively af- 
firms to be in this different from all other 
Sins, that is capable of Pardon : I ſay un- 
to you, all Manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be 


forgiven unto Men, but the Blaſphemy againſt 


the Holy G bot, ſhall not be forgiven unto Men: 
And to ſhew what he means by not forgiv- 
ing it, he tells that eternal Puniſhment ſhall 
follow it in the other World. N hoſoevy ſpea- 
keth a Word againſt the Son of Man, it ſhall 
be forgiven him; but whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt 
the Holy Ghoft, it ſhall never be forgiven him, 
neither in this World, nor in the World to come. 
Which St. Mart expreſſeth more plainly, that 


it ſhall bring thoſe who are guilty of it to e- 
| ternal 
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ternal Damnation, Mark iii. 29. He that blaſ- 
phemeth againsF the Holy Ghoſt, hath never For- 


givenneſs, but is liable to eternal Damnation. 


So that when our Saviour ſays, It Hall never 
be forgiven, neither in this World, nor in the 
World to come; he does not intend to inſinu- 
ate, that ſome Sins which are not forgiven in 
this World, may be forgiven in the other 
but in theſe Words he only alludes to the Q- 
pinion of the Jews, concerning the Effect of 
the higheſt Excommunication, the Sentence 
waereof they held not to be reverſible nei- 
ther in this World nor the other; or elſe 
the Reaſon of this Expreſſion may probably be 
to meet with a common and falſe. Opinion 
among the Jews, which was that ſome Sins 
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which are not pardoned to Men in this Life, 


may by Sacrifices be expiated in the other ; 


and therefore he fays it ſhall never be forgi- 


ven, neither in this World nor the other. And 
St. Mark more plainly, that thoſe who are 
guilty of it ſhall ever have Forgivenneſs, but 
be liable to eternal Damnation. So that our 
Saviour's Meaning ſeems plainly to be this, that 
this Sin is altogether incapable of Forgiveneſs, 
I know ſome have endeavour'd to molifie this 
Matter, but (I think) without ſufficient Rea- 


fon. Grotius underſtands the Words compara- 


tively, that any Sort of Sin ſhall ſooner be 
forgiven than this againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and that our Saviour only intended to expreſs 
the Heinouſneſs of this Sin above others, in 


which Reſpect the Pardon of it would be more 


difficult than of any other Sin; but yet that 
the Caſe of ſuch a Perſon is not a 


% 


———— — 


v 


1 _ . * 
. | : PO ny nv Ad MT eo woec oe” ro . 
„ .. — — oo * * 


— — 


- 


— 


149 

deſperate: But if on Saviour had intended to 
ſay that this Sin was abſolutely unpardonable, 
I would fain know how could he have ex- 

eſſed the Matter in higher and fuller Words? 

r. Hammond molifies the Words another 
Way, that this Sin ſhall never be pardoned 
but upon a particular Repentance for it : As 
if our Saviour's Meaning was, that a general 
Repentance, which was ſufficient for Sins of 
Ignorance, would not be ſufficient in this Caſe, 
but there muſt be a particular Repentance for 
it, without which, it would never be pardon- 
ed. But this is by no Means agreeable to the 
Scope of our Saviour's Diſcourſe, becauſe he 
plainly intends to diſtinguiſh this from all 0- 
ther Sorts of Sin, I fay unto yon, all Man- 
ner of Sin and Blaſpheuy fhall be forgiven unto 
Men. But according to this Interpretation, 


Our Saviour muſt mean that all other Sins 


would be forgiven upon a general Re- 
pentance ; which is not true, for there are 
many other Sins, beſides Sins of Ignorance, 
there are wilfuland heinous Sins, ſuch as wil- 
ful Murder, Adultery, and Blaſphemy, (that 
only excepted which is againſt the Holy Ghoft) 
and the like groſs Sins, which all Divines hold 
ſhall not be forgiven but upon a particular Re- 
pentance. So that this Interpretation does not 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſh this Sin from all other 
Sorts of Sins, which is yet very plain, our 
Saviour intended to do it. It remains then, 
that theſe Words muſt in all Reaſon be un- 
derſtood abſolutely, that the Perſons that are 
guilty of this great Sin, ſhall never have it 


forgiven unto them. And it may be this will 


not 
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Fourth Place, How it comes to paſs that 
this Sin is above all others, incapable of Par- 
don; and that upon thefe two Accounts. 

Firſt, Becauſe by this Sin Men reſiſt their 
laſt Remedy, and oppoſe the beſt and utmoſt 
Means of their Conviction, What can God 
be imagined to do more to convince a Man 
of a divine Revelation, or of the Truth of 


any Doctrine or Meſſage that comes from him, 


than to work Miracles to this Purpoſe ? And 
what greater Aſſurance can Men have when 
they are wronght, than to be Eye-witnefles 
of them themſelves? And if Men will reſiſt 
ſuch Evidence, what can God do more for 
their Satisfaction? If when Men ſhall fee Mi- 
racles wrought, will they ſay, that it is not 
the Power of God that does them, but the 
Power of the Devil? And if when Men ſee 
the Devils caſt ont, will they ſay, that the 
Devil conſpires againſt himſelf, this is to out- 
face the Sun at Noon-day : And there is no 
Way left to convince ſuch perverſe Perſons 
of the Truth of any divine Revelation. So 


that there is no Remedy, but ſuch Perſons , 


mult continue in their Oppoſition to the 
Truth. For this is ſuch a Sin, as does in its 
own Nature ſhut out and prevent all Reme- 
dy. And he that thus perverſely and malici- 
ouſly oppoſeth the Truth, mult upon the ſame 


_ Grounds unavoigably continue in his Oppoſi- 


tion to it; becanſe there is nothing left to be 
done for his Cogviction, more than is alrea- 
dy done. If God ſhould ſend a Perſon imme- 


diately | 
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diately from Heaven to him to convince him 
of his Error, he can give him no greater Teſti- 
mony that he comes from God than thoſe 
Miracles : And if when God enables that Perſon 
to: work theſe by the Power of his Spirit, this 
Man will obſtinately impute them to the Pow- 
er of the Devil; he defeats all the imaginable 
Means of his own Conviction, So that it is 
no Wonder if that Sin be unpardonable, 
which reſiſts the laſt and utmoſt Means which 
God hath ever yet thought fit to uſe to bring 
Men to Repentance and Salvation. And if 
God were willing to reveal himſelf, and the 
Way to Pardon and Salvation to ſuch a one, 
he doth by this very Temper and Diſpoſtti- 
on, render himſelf incapable of being fatisfied 
and convinc'd concerning any divine Reve- 
lation, 

Secondly, Becauſe this Sin is of that high 
Nature, that God is thereby juſtly provoked 
to withdraw his Grace from ſach Perſons; 
and it is probable, reſolved fo to do; with- 
out which Grace they will continue impeni- 
tent. There is no Doubt, but God, if he will, 
can work fo powerfully upon the Minds of 
Men by his Grace and Spirit, as to convince 
the moſt obſtinate : And ſuppoſing them to 
be convinced and repent; it cannot be denied 
but that they would be forgiven, And there- 
fore when our Saviour here {-ys they ſhall 
not be forgiven, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that he Means that when Perſons are come 
to that Degree of Obſtinacy and Malice, Gad 
will (as he juſtly may) withdraw his Grace 
from them: Hi Spirit wid not rive with 

e a then 
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them to overcome their Ubſtinacy, but will 
eave them to the Byaſs of their own perverſe 
and malicious Minds; which will ſtill engage 
them in a further Oppoſition to the Truth, 
and finally fink them into Perdition. So that 
being deſerted by God, and for want of the 
neceſſary Help and Aid of his Grace, ( juſtly 
withdrawn from them ) continuing finally im- 
penitent, they become incapable of Forgive- 
neſs both in this World, and that which is to 
come. And there is nething that can ſeem 
harſh or unreaſonable in this, to thoſe who 
grant (as I think all Men do) that God may 
be ſo provoked by Men as juſtly to withdraw 
his Grace from them in this Life, that Grace 
which is neceſſary to their Repentance. And 
ſurely, if any Provocation be likely to do it, 
this cannot be denied to be of all others the 
greateſt, obſtinately and maliciouſly to oppoſe 
the utmoſt Evidence that God ever gave to the 
Truth of any Doctrine reveal'd by him. And 
of this the Phariſees, who are here charged 
with this Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, were 
notorioully guilty in reſiſting the clear Evidence 
of our Saviour's Miracles. 5 

And thus I have done with the four Things 
I propounded to enquire from theſe Words, 
Namely, The Difterence between ſpeaking a- 
gainſt the Son of Man, and ſpeaking againſt 
the Holy Ghoit; wherein the Nature of this 


Sin or Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt does 


conſiſt; and in what Senſe this Sin is ſaid to 
be unpardonable; and upon what Account it 
is ſo, Namely, becauſe Men by this Sin reſiſt 
their laſt Remedy, and oppoſe the beſt and 


utmoſt 
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utmoſt Means of their Conviction: And be- 
cauſe it may reaſonably be ſappos'd that upon 
a Provocation of this high Nature, God may, 
and is reſolved to withdraw that Grace from 
ſuch Perſons which is neceſſary to their Re- 
pentance, without which, their Sin remains 


for ever unpardonable. 


All that now remains is to make this Diſ- 
courſe ſome Way or other uſeful to our ſelves, 
Bod it may very well ſerve to thoſe two Pure 

oſes. 5 | 

: Firſt, To comfort ſome very good and pi- 
ous Perſons, who are apt to deſpair, out of 
an Apprehenſion that they have committed 
this Sin. 

Secondly, To caution others againſt the Ap- 
proaches of it. 

Firſt, To comfort ſome very good and pi- 
ous Perſons, who are apt to Deſpair upon an 
Apprehenſion that they have committed this 
great and unpardonable Sin; and conſequent- 
ly are utterly incapable of ever being reſto- 


red to the Mercy and Favour of God. And 


nothing can be more for the Comfort of 
ſuch Perſons than to underſtand aright what 
the Nature of this Sin was, and wherein the 
Heinouſneſs of it doth conſiſt; which I have 
endeavour'd to manifeſt. And if this be the 


Nature of it which 1 have declared, as it ſeems 


very plain, that it is, then I cannot ſee how 
any Perſon now is likely to be in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, as to be capable of committiag it. 
And being a Sin of ſo heinous a Nature, and 
declared by our Saviour, to be abſolutely un- 


pardonable, there is no Reaſon to extend it 


beyond 
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the utmoſt Aſſurance of them that humane 


Works which were wrought by the Holy 
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beyond 'the..Caſe 08 which. gur Slyiour » * 
plies it; Fhich was the reſiſting of the Evi-- © 
dence of the Miracles which were wrought by 
him, and atteſted by thoſe who were Eye- 
witneſſes of them; that is, by thoſe who had 


Nature is capable of. And not only a bar“ 
Reſiſtance of that Evidence, but with a very,” 
malicious Circumſtance, fo as to impute thoſe 


Ghoſt to the Power of the. Devil. This was 
the Caſe of the Phariſees whom our Saviour 
charged with this Sin. And no Body hath 
Warrant to extend this Sin any further than 
this Caſe : And without good Warrant it would 
be the moſt uncharitable Thing in the World, 
to extend it any further. | 
That which comes neareſt to it both in the 
Heinouſneſs of the Crime, and the Unpardon- - 
ableneſs of it, is total Apoftacy from Chriſtianity - 
after the embracing of it, and full Conviction ! 
of the Truth of it. And this the Scripture - 
ſeems to place, if not in the ſame Rank, yet 
very near to it. And of this the Apoſtle ſpeaks - 
very often in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, un- 
der the Name of Unbelzef, , and Sin by Way | 
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of Eminence, as being the great Sin that Chri- 


ſtians were in Danger of falling into, calle#' -— } 
in that Epiſtle, ( Heb. xii. 1. &c. ) the Sz which... | 
Chriſtians, by Reaſon of the Circumftances they | 
were then eſpecially ſubject to: And he paral-- 
lels it with the Caſe of the 7 EVS in the 
Wilderneſs, concerning whom 60 D ſware 
that. they ſhould not enter into his Reſt, Name- | 
ly, the Earthly _ which wasa T T:P Eh ” 
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of HRB AVE N, Chapter iii. Verſe 18. And 


Chapter vi. Verſe 4, 5, 6. For it is impoſſible 


that thoſe who were once culightned, and tafted of 


the heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers of 


the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Word 


of God, and the Powers of the World to come, 
F they ſhould fall away, to renew them again to 
Kepentance. Where, by impoſſible, the leaſt that 


can be mean'd is, that it is èxtreamly difficult 


for ſuch Perſons to recover themſelves by Re- 
pentance. And ?tis obſervable, that thoſe Per- 
ſons are ſaid to have been Partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by which is meant that they were en- 
dowed with a Power of Miracles by the Holy 


Ghoft, or were under the Conviction of them, 
as having ſeen them wrought by others. S0 


that this Apoſtacy may be ſuid in that Reſpect 
to be a Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. So likewiſe 


Chapter x. Verſe 26..Jf we fin wilf!ly after we 


have ; *ceived the Knowledze-of the Truth, (that 
is, if we apoſtatize from Chriſtianity, after we 
nave. embraced the Profeſſion of it, as appears 
plainly from the Scope of the Apoitle's Dit- 
courſe )T here remains no Sacrifice for Siu; which | 
Expreſlion declares this Sin either to he unpar— 
donable, or ſomething very like it. And at the 
29 Verſe, thoſe Perſons are {aid to read under 
Foot the. Son of God, and to do Deſpite unto the 
Spirit of G R ACE. Which ſianifies that 
the Sin there ſpoken of, is more immediate 
ly committed againſt the Holy Spirit of God. 
St. Peter likewile declares the great Danger of 
this Sin. 2 Pet. ii. 20. F after they have cſcap- 
ed the Pollutions of the World, through the Know- 
teage of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, they 
big arg 


arg again intangled therein and overcome, the 


latter End is worſe with them than the Beginning. 


St. John likewiſe ſeems to ſpeak of this Sin 
of Apaſtacy, and calls it a Sin unto Death: diſ- 
couraging Chriſtians rather from praying for 


thoſe who were fallen into it; Which gives 


great Suſpicion that he look'd upon it as hard- 
ly pardonable. 1 Johmy. 16, F any Man ſee his 
Brother fin a Sin not unto Death, he ſhall ask, and 


he ſpall give him Life for thoſe that ſin not unta 


Death. There is a Sin unto Death, I do not ſay 
that he ſhall pray for it. Now that by the Si 


unto Death, the . Apoftle here means Apoftacy - 


from” the Chriſtian Religion to the Heathen I- 
dolatry, ſeems extreamly. probable. from whar 
follows, Verſe 18. We know that whoſoever is 
horn of God frmneth not, but keepeth:himſelf, and 


that wicked One ſæduceth him not; thats is, he 


preſerveth himſelf from Idelatry, which the 
Devil had ſeduced the World into. Verſe 


19. And we know that we are of God, aud ei 
whole World liethinW ickednejs, & ton poneron, 
in the wicked One ; that is, is under the Power 


of the Devil: And we know:that the Sen of Go 
7s come, and hath given us Underſtundius to know 
him that is true; that is, to diſtinguiſh between 
the true God and Idols, 
tis ig the true God, and eternal Life Little: 
Chaldren keep your ſelves from Idols. Which 


laſt Caution is a Key to the underſtanding et J 


all the reit, and makes it very probable. that 
the Sin unto. Death, is Apoſtacy from Chri- 
ſtianity to- Idolatry :- Otherwiſe it is hard to 


imagine how the laſt Clauſe comes in, Lirzle 
Cirdaren keep. your Jake from Idols. And this. 
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And then it follows, 
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V that Sin which of all other approacheth nea- 

reſt to this Sin againſt the Holy Ghaſt, which 
” eur Saviour ſpeaks of, and concerning the Par- 

[ _- donablenels of which, the Scripture ſeems to 
” ſpeak very doubtfully. But if it were of the 

” fame unpardonable Nature, yet this can be no 

Trouble to all thoſe Perſons I am: now ſpeaking 

of, who cannot but very well know themſelves 

to be far enough from the Guilt of this Sin. 

As for thoſe other Sins which by ſome are 
taken to be the Sins againit the Holy Ghoſt, 
they are either ſuch as perhaps no Man is ca- 
pable of committing, as a malicious Oppoſition 

do the Truth when I am convinced, and know it to 

= be the Truth : For this ſeems to be a Contradi- 
tion, to know any Thing to be the Truth, and 
to believe it to be ſo, and yet to oppoſe it, be- 

xauſe the Underſtanding can no more oppoſe 

Truth as Truth, than the Will can refuſe Good | 

as Good. Or elſe, they are ſuch as no Man | 

tan know he is guilty of in this Life, as Hu | 
' Impeniteney, which ſuppoſeth a Man to live and 
die without Repentance. Or elſe ſuch as 1 think 
no good Man is incident to; as 4 malicious and 
perverſe oppoſing of the Truth after ſufficient Means 

of Convittion. However, none ot theſe are that 
which the Scripture deſcribes to be the Sin a- 
$ainſt the Holy Ghoſt, as J have already ſhewn. 
But ſtil} there are two THIN GS, which 
Aſually trouble honeſt and well-meaning Per- 
Tons, but are rather the Effects of Melanchol- 

ty, than any reaſonable Ground of Trouble, 
Some think that every deliberate $I N againſt 
Knowledge, and after Conviction, is the S IN 
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to be a very A af. of Sin, and ſuch © 
calls for a great and particular Repentance; but 
does by no Means render a Man incapable of 
Forgiveneſs. Others are troubled with blaſphe- 
mous Thoughts, and thoſe they think to be che 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghaſt. But this is generally 
the meer Effects of Melancholly, and the Perſons 
that are tronbled with theſe black Thoughts, 
are noways conſenting to them, but they riſe _ 
in their Minds perfectly agHinft their Wills, and 
withont any Approbation of theirs': And in- 
this Caſe they are ſo far from being the unpar. 
donable Sin, that I hope, yea, and verily be- 
lieve, they are no Sins at all, bat the meer Ef- 
fects of a bodily Diſtemper; and no more im- 
uted to us thin the wild and idle Ravings of a 
Man in a Frenzy or Fever: And GO D forbid 0X7 
that the natural Effects of a bodily Diſeaſe ſhould - * 
bring Guilt upon our Souls. So that theſe Per- 
ſons have Reaſon enough for Comfort; but the 
Miſery is, their preſent Diſtemper renders them 
incapable of it. | | 
Secondly, The other Uſe I would make of 
this Diſcourſe is, to caution Men againſt the 
Degrees and Approaches of, this Sin. For if the 
 ISinagainft the Holy Ghoſt, be of ſuch a high 
Nature, and fo unpardonable, then all Approa-- 
ches to ĩt are very dreadful. Such as are Profane 
Scoffing at Religion and the Holy Spirit of Gad, 
which dwells in good Men: - Abuſe of the holy 
Scriptures, Which were indited by the Spirit of 
God: Perverſe Infidelity, notwithſtanding all 
the Evidence which we Have for the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, and fufficient Aſſürance of the Mi- 
cles rough for the Confirmation ol it —— 
| wi 
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| down'to us by credible Hiſtory; though we were 


not Eye:witneſſes of them: Oh#tinacy in a fin- 


ful and wicious Courſe, netwithſtanding all the. 


Motives and Arguments of the Goſpel to per- 
ſwade Men to Repentance. Sinning againſt the 
clear Convittion of our Conſciences and the Mo- 
tious and Suggeſtions of God's Holy Spirit, tothe 
contrary. Malitious oppoſing of the Truth, when 
the Arguments for it are very plain and evi- 
dent to any impartial and unprejudic'd Mind, 
and when he that oppoſeth the Truth, hath no 
clear Satisfaction in his own Mind to the con- 
trary, but ſuffers himſelf to be furiouſly and 


headily carried on in- his Oppoſition to it. Theſe 


are Sins of a very high Nature, and of the near- | 
eſt Affinity wich this great and unpardonable 
Sin, of any that canxafily be inſtanced in. And 
though God, to encourage the Repentance of 


Men, hath not declared them unpardonable, 


yet they are great Provocations ; and if they 
be long continued in, we know not how ſoon 
G OD may withdraw his Grace from us, and 
ſuffer us to be hardengd through the Deceitfulneſs 


0 Sin. 


Be ready. then to entertain the Truth of 
G. 0 D, whenever it is fairly propounded to 
thee, and with ſuch Evidence as thou art wit 


ling to accept in other Matters where thou 


haſt no Prejudice or Intereſt to the contrary. 
Do nothing contrary to thy knoven Duty, but 
be careful in all Things to ebey the Convicti 

ns of the own Conſcfence, and to yield te 
the good Motions and Suggeſtions of God's 
Holy Spirit, who works ſecretly upon The 
Minds of Men, and. inſpires us many Lime 
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£ gently with good Thoughts and Inclinations; 
and is griev'd when we do not comply with 
them ; and after many Repulſes will at laſt 
withdraw himſelf. from us, and leye us to be 
aſſaulted by the Temptations of the Devil, and 
to be hurry'd away by our own Luſts into 
Ruin and Perdyion, 
DENG. 
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Friendly eader, 


If that rheſe weighty Conſi dere. 
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ons ſhould be reckon'd not wo 
one Penny, be pleas d to read it 


5 keep it clean, and return it in two 


Hours . 
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